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Back to School Fiesta has another great year! 

The 2014 Back to School Fiesta assisted over 490 local students attending Wimberley ISD and KAPS High 
School with free school supplies, backpacks, and Payless Shoes gift cards at the Wimberley United Methodist 
Church, Saturday, August 16. Approximately 160 volunteers (from Wimberley organizations, faith                              
communities, Wimberley ISD staff, and families receiving assistance) shared their time Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday to help make the distribution possible. 
 

Pictures and Video can be seen on the Barnabas Connection Facebook page. 
 

The Barnabas Connection started the Back to School Fiesta in 2006 assisting 100 children the first year and 
has grown steadily each year, helping approximately 500 Wimberley students each year for the last several 
years. 
 

Wimberley Lion’s club provided 66 vision assessments with 16 referrals for follow-up with an eye                           
doctor.  Live Oak Health Partners Hays Co. Community clinic pro-
vided 16 students with 35 immunizations.     
 

Four local hairstylists provided 52 free haircuts over the course of 
three hours and did it with a smile – Thank you, Jennie                        
Lowry, Samantha Kingsley, Shannon Carrillo and Joffa              
Wubbena!  Vicky Mayo generously provided gift certificates for 
free haircuts. 
 

Rotary Club of Wimberley stepped in and provided free books to 
each elementary-aged child (pictured), which was in addition to 
the usual support they provide towards purchasing backpacks.  
 

Continued Page 2.          

The Barnabas Connection receives official 501(c)(3) status! 
The Barnabas Connection was notified by the Internal Revenue Service the first week of September                    
regarding the granting of official 501(c)(3) status.  It was a truly wonderful day! 

The Barnabas Connection incorporated in the Fall of 2013 after the decision was made to formally separate 
from the Wimberley United Methodist Church, which had fostered and encouraged us for the last 9 years. 

The Barnabas Connection had grown in its programs and work so much that it was time to step out in faith 
and become an official non-profit organization serving Wimberley and Hays County. 

We continue to receive support from the Wimberley United Methodist Church and look forward to                        
expanding that support throughout the community and building on the many valued partnerships and                     
relationships we have established over the years. 

We hope you will JOIN US as we strive to connect people in need in our community with resources to 

help them!  To learn more about ways you can be involved to support our work, please contact Vicki 

McCuistion at director@barnabasconnects.org or 512-847-3109. 



Continued from page 1. 
“The Fiesta is now in its eighth year, and each year we are overwhelmed by the generosity of this                              
community.  Our hope is that every student can start the year with everything they need for a successful year, 
and clearly our community wants that too,” said Vicki McCuistion, Barnabas Connection Executive Director 
and Fiesta organizer. 
 

A sweet surprise this year included Trey and Blakely Degenhart                       
requesting backpacks for the Fiesta in lieu of gifts at their summer  
birthday party.  Trey (6th grade) and Blakely (5th grade) donated over 
40 backpacks to their fellow students in need! (Pictured.) 
 

The Back to School Fiesta is sponsored by the Barnabas                                  
Connection, with major support provided by Ace Hardware of                      
Wimberley, Carl C. Anderson Sr. & Marie Jo Anderson Charitable     
Foundation, Rotary Club of Wimberley, Seton Medical Center Hays, St. 
Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Unity Church, Wimberley Community 
Civic Club, Wimberley Lion’s Club, and Wimberley United Methodist 

Church. 
 

Valuable support is also provided by Broadway Bank, Cypress Creek 
Church, Demasters- Daniel Insurance, First Baptist Church of           
Wimberley, Lutheran Church of the  Resurrection, Live Oak Health 
Partners Hays Co. Community Clinic, Ozona National Bank, St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church, St. Vincent De Paul of St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church,  Wimberley Christian Church,  Wimberley Presbyterian 
Church and Presbyterian Women, Wimberley United Methodist 
Women and United Methodist Men, and the Women’s Guild at 
Chapel in the Hills. 
 

We also would like to thank Sip on the Square and Maui Wowi for 
helping us take care of our many volunteers, and Brenda Rau Photography for taking pictures! 

Wimberley Employment                      

Opportunities available online! 
The Barnabas Connection is hosting a Facebook group 
specifically focused on employment to help increase 
communication about local job opportunities. 
 

The public Facebook group helps connect Wimberley, 
Kyle,  Dripping Springs, San Marcos employers with 
those looking for work. Employers are welcome to post 
their opportunities in the group or e-mail a description 
with contact information to                                                            
director@barnabasconnects.org for posting. Those 
looking for work are also encouraged to post                               
qualifications and desired job. 
 

Must be a Facebook user to see the group - 
www.facebook.com/groups/wimberleyemployment.  
Please share and invite!  We will continue to look for a 
similar solution that can be hosted on                                       
barnabasconnects.org so Facebook profiles are not                
required. 

In May, The Wimberley Ministerial Alliance and the Barnabas  
Connection hosted Jo Kathryn Quinn of Caritas of Austin and a 
speaker from The Caring Place in Georgetown to learn about                 
different models for coordinated community response to need.  50+ 
community volunteers, clergy, and city leaders participated, with 
plans to have a continuing conversation for Wimberley. 



Considering Your End-of-Year Giving Options? 
We hope you will keep the Barnabas Connection in mind.   
 

 

We are grateful for the road we have traveled over these last 10 
years: starting with an idea of helping to  connect people in need 
with resources to help them; growing to an organization that is 
at the center of many of the health and human service concerns 
in Wimberley; and actively seeking ways to provide sustainable                 
opportunities for the families we serve. 
 
We are very excited about this time of transition and growth.   
We have bold dreams for the future (and several plans in                 
process) as we seek ways to be in relationship with our                    
neighbors in need in the Wimberley and Hays County area.  
 

Your donation to the Barnabas Connection 
makes Wimberley and Hays County a better 
place to live as we work to encourage and learn 
from our neighbors together.   
 

All  donations are deeply appreciated and tax-deductible.  Please 
send to The Barnabas Connection, PO Box 737, Wimberley, Texas 
78676.  Thank you! 

Community Partner Program —                   

Texas Health and Human Services 

In an effort to make it easier and more efficient for Texans to apply 

for and manage their state benefits, the Texas Health and Human 

Services Commission (HHSC) is partnering with community-

based organizations  (like the Barnabas Connection) to help              

people learn how they can get the most out of the HHSC's benefits 

application and management website, YourTexasBenefits.com.  

Volunteers from St. Vincent De Paul and Amigos De Jesus are           

joining forces  with the Barnabas Connection to complete the 

training and be available on a quarterly basis to provide online  

application assistance to local residents needing to apply or renew 

their status with Medicaid, CHIP, Texas Aid to Needy Families, 

etc. 

We hope to launch the first application assistance day in October, date and 

time to be determined. 

Ways you can help:  Do you have a working laptop that you aren’t using?  

Consider donating it for use with this program.   

Volunteers will be needed to sit and direct clients through the process,             

comfort with computers required.  E-mail director@barnabasconnects.org for 

more information. 

Good Listeners Needed! 
In 2013, the Barnabas Connection                    

restructured our phone-based referral 
program with Level 1 and Level 2                       
volunteers.  Level 1 volunteers greet              
callers and ask lots of questions, seeking 
information!  Level 2 volunteers provide 
the resource referral and interface with 
our online database that provides all                
referral information.  Volunteer shifts are 
half or full day 1 to 2 times a week.                
Ongoing training is provided. To learn 
more about this engaging and                              
compassion-filled volunteer opportunity, 

please contact                                                  
director@barnabasconnects.org.  



 Want to learn more about  
the work of  

The Barnabas Connection? 
 

Look us up at  
 
 barnabasconnects.org 
 

 

The Barnabas Connection (BC) serves individuals and families living in Hays County who are struggling with issues of poverty, including 
those families who may encounter a temporary financial crisis.  The BC has expanded its services from just connecting those in need with  
health and human resources to responding to needs in the community, being an advocate on behalf of clients with low incomes,  as well as 
providing education so the community can better respond to the needs of its citizens. 

If you would be interested in learning more about  the Barnabas  Connection and applying to serve on the Board of Directors, please be in  
touch with Vicki McCuistion at director@barnabasconnects.org  or 512-847-3109.  Board Bios and an application for Board service is  
available  at http://barnabasconnects.org/about-us/board/. 

Vicki McCuistion, Executive Director 
director@barnabasconnects.org 

Barnabas Connection 
PO Box 737 
Wimberley, TX 78676 
(512) 847-3109 (office admin.) 
(512)847-1664 (volunteer) 
Barnabasconnects.org 
 
A proud member of the  
Wimberley Chamber of Commerce. 

2014 Board of Directors 
Bev Hartsock, Chair 

Jean Eastlake 

Ana Garcia 

Cathy Ingalls Glorioso 

Rev. Dana Hamilton 

Sally Pool, Secretary 

Linda Reed, Vice Chair 

Lawry Ross 

Harold Tannahill 

Ellen Tarver 

And on Facebook, be sure to  
LIKE our page and invite your  
friends to LIKE us too! 
 

www.facebook.com/barnabasconnection 


