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2015 Wimberley Senior Expo great success! 

What does +55 look like today? 55 may mean a discount at a few restaurants and the AARP card in the mail 
but there is still much to be done and lots of life still to be lived! Many adults are working successfully into 

their 70s and beyond. And Seniors are certainly some of the 
most active travelers, civic volunteers, and contributing               
members of our society. 
 

For this next phase of life, it is important to have good infor-
mation about housing, how insurance is changing, available 
health services, and managing finances. And that research 
should also include local volunteer opportunities, ways to 
build community, and fun places to travel and shop. Quality of 
life comes with good information and good decision making. 
 

Between 400 to 500 people attended the Wimberley Senior 
Expo,  hosted by The Wimberley Senior Activity Senior, The 
Barnabas Connection, Crisis Bread Basket, and the City of 

Wimberley Community Center  on Friday, February 20 from 10:00-3:00pm at the Wimberley Community 
Center to have all of this great info in one place.                                                                       Continued on page 2. 

The Barnabas Connection named 2014 Nonprofit of the Year! 
We were super excited to learn in January that the Barnabas Connection was chosen by the Wimberley 

Chamber of Commerce members as the 

2014 Nonprofit of the Year. 

We wouldn’t be who we are without our 

faithful phone volunteers, a few seen   

pictured here. 

2014 was our 10th year of responding to 

need in Wimberley and Hays County and 

signified many firsts for us: 

 receiving our official 501(c)3 status 

 hiring a full-time Executive Director 

 hosting the pilot “Christmas Store” 

 partnering with the Senior Activity 

Center to host the Wimberley Senior 

Expo in 2015 

 and NONPROFIT OF THE YEAR! 

Thank you to all the volunteers and donors who help make our work possible! 



Continued from Page 1. 
 
Businesses and local nonprofits                
provided information, interactive               
exhibits and shopping. Short info                    
sessions in the Senior Lounge, and  
Cypress and Blanco rooms                 
covered a variety of fun and                
important topics.  Entertainment              
included a vintage 
car show, line 
dancing, chalk 
paint demonstra-
tion, door prizes, 
and more.   
 
Look for this event 
to be   repeated in 
the Fall of 2016. 
Proceeds from the  
free event  
benefitted the Barnabas  Connection and Crisis Bread Basket!  Thank you to the community for coming out 
and participating! 

Wimberley Employment Opportunities FB Group has 900+ members 
The Barnabas Connection is hosting a           
Facebook group specifically focused on 
employment to help increase                            
communication about local job                        
opportunities. 
 

The public Facebook group helps connect  
Wimberley, Kyle,  Dripping Springs, and 
San Marcos employers with those looking 
for work.  Employers are welcome to post 
their  opportunities in the group or e-mail a 
description with contact information to                          
director@barnabasconnects.org for posting. Those looking for work are also encouraged to post qualifications 
and desired job. 
 

Must be a Facebook user - www.facebook.com/groups/wimberleyemployment.  Please share and invite!   
 

Due to requests to host a similar opportunity on Google+, a similar “community” is available for folks to 
join and post their opportunities.  Search for “Wimberley Employment Opportunities” on Google+ or  
type it in- https://plus.google.com/u/1/b/113397776050223151005/communities/111141850202327133153! 

The Leaning Pear collected donations for The Barnabas Connection in the 
coin funnel January-March, Kate’s Place shared 10% of sales on Wednesdays 
in February, and Susanna’s Kitchen Coffeehouse shared a % of proceeds to 
benefit our work in the community! We are so grateful for the support of our 
local businesses and organizations!  SHOP WIMBERLEY FIRST! 



Pilot: Alternative Christmas Assistance Program Serves 22 Families 

The pilot project “Christmas Store” provided 22 

families local access to new clothes, toys, games, 

and household items. Families were  invited to 

spend up to $35 cash in the store and could 

shop for anyone they wanted.  Applications to 

shop at the store were provided to families on 

the free- and reduced-lunch program at Scudder 

Primary, Habitat for Humanity homeowners, 

Barnabas  clients, and the WUMC MDO       

Preschool.  A team selected an initial 16 families from the 

approximately 50 completed applications to shop in the 

store.  However, due to the generosity of our donors we 

were able to expand and invite 8 more families. Twenty-

two families ended up shopping at the store. 
 

Items including clothes, toys, games, sporting                    

equipment, beauty products, and household items were 

provided by Cypress Creek Church,  Wimberley United 

Methodist Church, Home Depot, Unity Church of                 

Wimberley, Miss Mousey and Company, Wimberley United Methodist Women, Wimberley United Methodist 

Men, and Arbonne by Jennifer Hargraves. All items were marked at 75% or more below retail.  New books and 

book sets were provided free to each family by the  Rotary Club of Wimberley. The amazing shopping location 

was provided by Curves and Brookshire Brothers Realty.  The remaining items were shared with Wimberley 

Gold Santa and the Hays Caldwell Women’s Shelter.  We will be hosting this program again and are seeking to 

expand participation of sponsoring partners.  Please let us know if your organization, business or faith              

community would be interested in being a partner!  We are also looking for locations to be considered. 

SAVE THE DATE! 2015 Back to School Fiesta—Saturday, August 15! 

Planning and fundraising are underway for this year’s Back to School Fiesta. We were excited 
to learn from the Wimberley Lion’s Club of their $4000 grant to this year’s Fiesta, giving us a 
great start on the approximate $32,000 budget!    Every local  student who pre-registers            
receives their necessary school supplies, a Payless Shoes giftcard, and a backpack of their 
choice.  Additional services like immunizations, haircuts, vision screenings, etc. are provided 
by local organizations. 
 

We are seeking support for the Back to School Fiesta at the following levels: 

 Apple of my Eye - $4000 and above 
 Teacher’s Pet - $2000 - $3999 
 A+ - $1000 - $1999 
 Star Student $500 - $999 
 Honor Roll - $100 - $499 

 

All donors at the above levels will be recognized in publicity materials, on the Barnabas Connection website, and 
at the Back to School Fiesta. We welcome your volunteer support and will have volunteer opportunities             
Thursday, August 13 – Saturday, August 15. 

Please contact Vicki at  512-847-3109 or director@barnabasconnects.org to confirm your level of participation in the 2014  Back to 
School Fiesta by May 10 to be included in initial publicity materials or if you have any questions. Donations are dedicated and tax-
deductible and should be made out to the Barnabas Connection.  Please make plans to send donations by July 1.  

mailto:director@barnabasconnects.org


 

The Barnabas Connection (BC) serves individuals and families living in Hays County who are struggling with issues of poverty, including 
those families who may encounter a temporary financial crisis.  The BC has expanded its services from connecting those in need with  health 
and human resources to responding to needs in the community, being an advocate on behalf of clients with low incomes,  as well as providing 
education so the community can better respond to the needs of its citizens. 

If you would be interested in learning more about  the Barnabas  Connection and applying to serve on the Board of Directors, please be in  
touch with Vicki McCuistion at director@barnabasconnects.org  or 512-847-3109.  Board Bios and an application for Board service are 
available  at http://barnabasconnects.org/about-us/board/. 

Vicki McCuistion, Executive Director 

Barnabas Connection 
PO Box 737 
Wimberley, TX 78676 
(512) 847-3109 (office admin.) 
(512)847-1664 (volunteer) 
Barnabasconnects.org 
 
A proud member of the  
Wimberley Chamber of Commerce 
 

Hill Country District Advance Special #1531 

2015 Board of Directors 
Sally Pool,                        
Chair 

Harold Tannahill,   

Vice Chair 

Ellen Tarver,                           

Secretary 

 

Rev. Prince Altom 

Ana Garcia 

Rev. Dana Hamilton 

Betty Jo Slider 

Karen Sosby 

Frank Walker, J.D. 

Look for more details and tickets in August! 

Iliana de la Vega is a Mexican-born chef and restaurateur who has been studying Mexican cuisine and culture for more than 25 
years. Her culinary specialty lies with the chiles, from its production and supporting small producers, to teaching the culinary 
techniques that bring the intricate flavors of chiles to a wide variety of dishes. 
 

Iliana won worldwide acclaim for her reinterpretation of Oaxacan cuisine at her restaurant El Naranjo in Oaxaca, Mexico—a   
restaurant she ran with her husband, Chilean chef Ernesto Torrealba for over 10 years. El Naranjo in Oaxaca was featured in          
prestigious newspapers and magazines such as The New York Times and Bon Appetit, among others. In May 2012, Chefs de la 
Vega and Torrealba opened El Naranjo Restaurant in Austin. El Naranjo has become one of the top 10 best restaurants in Austin. 
They started with  El Naranjo Mobile and Catering, a successful food trailer that the press called, “the only real Mexican               
restaurant in Texas.” 
 

Chef de la Vega serves on the advisory board of “Foodways of Mexico” program at UT LLILAS. For two years chef Iliana had a  
radio  show: Platicando y Cocinando en Español, with the goal of improving and supporting the lives of the Spanish speaking                         
population in Austin. In 2014, The Mexican Government granted Chef de la Vega with the prestigious Ohtli award in recognition 
for her work with Mexican  gastronomy The Ohtli is the greatest award from the Mexican Government to Mexicans living abroad. 
Also in 2014 The Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of the Greater Austin area named Chef de la Vega the Hispanic Female                     
entrepreneur of the year. Iliana is a member of Les Dames D’Escoffier and a member of the Guilde Internationale des Fromagers  
for her dedication to create  awareness of Mexican cheeses. 
 

We are very grateful 

to Matt & Rachel 

Buchanan                  

& The Leaning Pear                                                                              

for hosting this             

special event to  

benefit Barnabas!  

SAVE THE DATE! 
An Evening with  

Chef Iliana de la Vega 
Featuring the Flavors of Oaxaca, Mexico 

 

Sunday evening, September 27  
at The Leaning Pear in Wimberley 


